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intersecting the country with so many great rivers, bays, and lakes,
approaching from distant points so near to each other, that the in-
ducement to complete the work seems to be peculiarly strong. A
more interesting spectacle was perhaps never seen than is exhibited
within the limits of the United States; a territory so vast, and ad-
vantageously situated, containing objects so grand, so useful, so
happily connected in all their parts.”—Monroe’s Inaugural Address,
March 5, 1817. = | )

«Many patriotic and enlightened citizens, who have made the
subject an object of particular investigation, have suggested an im-
provement of still igreater importance. These are of opinion that
the waters of the Chesapeake and Ohio may be connected toge-
ther by one continued canal, and at at an expense far short of the
value and importance of the object to be obtained. If this could
be accomplished, it is impossible to calculate the beneficial conse;
quences which would result from it. A great portion of the pro-
duce of the very fertile country through which it would pass, would
find a market through that channel. "Troops might be moved with
greater facility in war, with cannon and every kind of munitien, in
either direction. Connecting the Atlantic with the western coun-
1ry, in a line passing through the seat of the national government,
it would contribute essentially to stengthen the bond of union it-
self. Believing as I do, that Congress has the right to appropriate
money for such national object, (the jurisdiction remaining to the
States through which the canal would pass,) 1 submit it to your
consideration whether it may not be advisable to authorize, by an
adequate appropriation, the employment of a suitable number of
officers of the corps of engineers, to examine the unexplored
ground, during the next session, and to report their opinion there-
on.”—Munroe’s seventh annual message, Dec. 2, 1823.



